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Grade V
Sample Entry Test: English
Read the story
Gold

The discovery of gold in California in the nineteenth century caused an outbreak of a strange,
new “disease’ known as gold fever. People became so gripped by the lure of gold that they
actually showed all the symptoms of a fever — sleeplessness, restlessness and hot, nervous
excitement. A side effect of this fever was a doubling of the population of California in a short
space of time! One of those bitten by the gold bug was a certain E.H. Hargreaves, who travelled
all of 6,500 kilometers from Australia in search of Californian gold. Unfortunately, he arrived
too late. His journey was not a complete waste of effort, for Hargreaves spent the time in
Califorma studying the type of rock and landscape likely to yield gold!

Equipped with this knowledge, he retumed to Australia in 1851 and immediately announced to
his friends that he was about to take a canoe down the Macquarie River in search of gold.

His fiiends just laughed and said he was mad. Nevertheless, the undaunted Hargreaves set off on
his expedition, accompanied by a bushman named Lister. A long, difficult journey finally
brought them to a small ereek along theriver, whereupon Hargreaves suddenly had a strange
overpowering feeling that there was goldeverywhere about them. When he told Lister, the
bushman was convinced that Hargreaves had indeed gonestark, raving mad. Then Hargreaves
stooped down and dug up a handful of mud . . . it was full of glittering, sparkling gold!

When the discovery was announced in the papers on the 15% May, 1851, it caused an immediate
outbreak of gold fever. Thousands upon thousands deserted their jobs and rushed to begin
diggings all over the countryside. Many were successful. One man dug up 15 kilograms of gold
in a single hour; another found a single nugget worth £12,000, a huge sum in those days. It was
Hargreaves “turn to laugh now — all the way to the bank.

Answer these questions. (Answer in sentence-form where possible).

What effect did gold have on people?

What effect did the discovery of gold have on California?

How did Hargreaves put his journey to California to good use?

Why did his friends think he was mad?

Did Hargreaves go alone on his expedition?

Give reasons why you think the journey down the Macquarie River was difficult.

Write six words to describe how Hargreaves must have felt when he noticed gold in the
mud of the rver.

8. Imagine you were in Australia when the discovery of gold was first announced. Write a
paragraph to describe what you saw.
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Grade V

Sample Entry Test: Math

Time: 30 minutes

Q1) Fill in the blanks

a) 8984 = +900+ 80 +4
b) Simplest form of 12/36 1s
¢) 4362 m words is

d) Two thousand five hundred and forty-three m number is

e) 300 cm= m

Q2) Solve the following

a) 3/50f30=
b) 4/7+3/21=

Q3) Express these fractions as decimals

a) 0.7=
b) 25=

Q4) Convert the following into mixed fractions

a) 37/10

b) 1973

Q5) Solve the following

a) 2/5x75=
b) 610+5=
c) 2743 +49.4=




Grade V
Sample Entry Test: Urdu
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